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Japan Past & Present

Disability in Premodern & Early Modern
Japan

General

Ehlers, Maren. Give and Take: Poverty and the Status Order in Early Modern
Japan. Harvard University Press. 2018.

Kimbrough, Keller, trans. "Shintokumaru." In Wondrous Brutal Fictions.
New York: Columbia University Press. 2013. pp. 96-122.

Kono, Katsuyuki {i[ ¥ f#17. Shogaisha no chusei [%5E 3 @ it (Disabled
people in the Middle Ages). Kyoto: Bunrikaku. 1987.

Namase, Katsumi 477, .. Nihon no shogaisha no rekishi, kinsei hen HA
DfEFEH O L. i (History of disabled people in Japan - early
modern period). Tokyo: Akashi Shoten B 125, 1999.

Namase, Katsumi 437 c\. Kinsei shogaisha kankei shiryo shiisei it ti 3
#BIMF SRR (Sources related to disabled people in the early modern
period). Tokyo: Akashi Shoten Bl & )5, 1996.

Namase, Katsumi £ 5 C\. Kinsei Nihon no shogaisha to minshii i H A
DfEEH & % (People with disabilities and common people in early
modern Japan). Tokyo: San'ichi Shobo =—2 55, 1989.

Tanaka shiryo senta (kokuritsu koroni nozomi no sono) H skl > 5 —
(Hyiao=—0ZADFH). Waga kuni kodai shinshin shogaisha no

10/21/2025 1/5 japanpastandpresent.org


https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674983878
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674983878
http://cup.columbia.edu/book/wondrous-brutal-fictions/9780231146593

mondai &5 E 5RO B BEE#H O & (The problem of people with
disabilities in ancient Japan), Tokyo: Shinshin shogaisha fukushi
kyokai. 1986.

Watanabe, Takeshi. "Reexamining the Yamai no Soshi: Defining Illness, the
I11, and the Normal." In Yamai no séshi i %4, ed. Kasuya Makoto JjiliZH
7% and Yamamoto Satomi 111 A&J&3. Tokyo: Chiio koron bijutsu
shuppan, 2017.

Yamamoto Satomi (i A B2 3€. "Yamai" %% (Illness). In Yami no Nihon bijutsu
[ H A 2441, 95-115. Chikuma Shinsho 1356. Tokyo: Chikuma Shobo,
2018.

Hanada Shuncho f£H#JE. Nihon no shogaisha : ima wa mukashi [ HA®
fEEH - 53 & ] (Japanese disabled people : now is the past). Tokyo :
Kozue. 1990.

Blindness Studies

Fritsch, Ingrid. Japans blinde Sdnger: Im Schutze der Gottheit Myoon-
Benzaiten (Japan's blind singer : protected by the deity Myoon-
Benzaiten). Munich: Iudicium, 1996.

Groemer, Gerald. The Spirit of Tsugaru: Blind Musicians,Tsugaru-jamisen,
and the Folk Music of Northern Japan, with the Autobiography of
Takahashi Chikuzan. Harmonie Park Press, 1999.

Groemer, Gerald. "The guild of the blind in Tokugawa Japan." Monumenta
Nipponica 56, no. 3 (2001): 349-380

Groemer, Gerald. Goze uta &% 5 7z (Songs of the goze). Tokyo: Iwanami
Shoten, 2014.

Groemer, Gerald. Goze: Women, Musical Performance, and Visual Disability
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https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Tsugaru-Tsugaru-jamisen-Monographs-Musicology/dp/0899900852
https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Tsugaru-Tsugaru-jamisen-Monographs-Musicology/dp/0899900852
https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Tsugaru-Tsugaru-jamisen-Monographs-Musicology/dp/0899900852
https://doi.org/10.2307/3096791
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/goze-9780190259037?cc=us&lang=en&

in Traditional Japan. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016.

Hy0do, Hiromi Fcj# #i . Biwa hoshi — "takai" [ikai?] wo kataru hitobito £
EEA—" B %55 2 AU & (Biwa hoshi — people narrating the "other
world"). Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten. 2009.

Kato, Yasuaki i3, Nihon Mojin shakaishi kenkyi HAE A4 S5t
(Research on the history of the Blind in Japan). Tokyo: Miraisha, 1974.

Matisoff, Susan. The Legend of Semimaru, Blind Musician of Japan. Boston:
Cheng & Tsui. 2006.

Nagai Akiko 7k #% 7. Nikkan moso no shakaishi &5 ® #:4x 4 (Social
history of Japanese and Korean blind priests). Fukuoka: Ashi Shobo #:
FH, 2002.

Nakayama, Taro #1l1 KBE. Nihon mojin shi HAE A 5% (History of the
Blind in Japan), Tokyo: Showa Shobo. 1934.

Okuma, Miyoshi KFE =1f, Namase, Katsumi“:i#i 7\, Mojin no seikatsu
H A DAE (The daily life of the Blind). Tokyo: Yuzankaku Shuppan,
1998.

Tan, Wei Yu Wayne. Blind in Early Modern Japan: Disability, Medicine, and
Identity. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2022.

Tan, Wei Yu Wayne. "Disability, Text, and Performance: The Significance of
One Blind Musician's Career in Tokugawa Japan." The Journal of
Japanese Studies 45, No. 1 (2019): 91-119.

Taniai, Susumu &4 6. Majin no rekishi 5 A\ ® £ (History of the Blind).
Tokyo, Akashi shoten, 1996.
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https://global.oup.com/academic/product/goze-9780190259037?cc=us&lang=en&
https://www.amazon.com/Legend-Semimaru-Musician-English-Japanese/dp/0887276504
https://www.press.umich.edu/9769233/blind_in_early_modern_japan
https://www.press.umich.edu/9769233/blind_in_early_modern_japan
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/717650
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/717650

Deaf Studies

It0, Masao 7 E/f. Rekishi no naka no roasha JESE DD 2 5 & # (Deaf
people in History). Tokyo: Kindai shuppan. 1998.

Visual/Media Sources

Ippen hijiri-e —i& - N4 (ca. 1299). Shinshit Nihon emakimono shiisei, vol.
11, and Nihon emakimono zensht # & H A& 5444 vol. 10.

Illustrated Biography of Priest Ippen (Ippen hijiri-e —if - \#%) Scrolls 1 &
2, Tokyo National Museum. Available online.

Ilustrated Biography of Priest Ippen (Ippen hijiri-e —i% I \#:) Volume 7,
Tokyo National Museum. Available online.

Yamai no soshi % #A4%, reproduced in full in Nihon emakimono shiisei, v. 9,
and Nihon emakimono zensh, v. 6. Also available online.

Additional Readings of Interest (non-Japan)

Chen, Mel Y., Alison Kafer, Eunjung Kim, and Julie Avril Minich. Crip
Genealogies. Duke University Press. 2023.

Ellcessor, Elizabeth, and Bill Kirkpatrick. Disability Media Studies. NYU
Press. 2017.

Kafer, Alison. Feminist, Queer, Crip. Indiana University Press. 2013.

Kim, Eunjung. Curative Violence: Rehabilitating Disability, Gender, and
Sexuality in Modern Korea. Duke University Press. 2017.

Mills, Mara, and Rebecca Sanchez, eds. Crip Authorship: Disability as
Method. NYU Press. 2023.

Mitchell, David and Sharon Snyder. Narrative Prosthesis: Disability and the
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https://emuseum.nich.go.jp/detail?langId=en&webView=&content_base_id=100328&content_part_id=0&content_pict_id=0
https://emuseum.nich.go.jp/detail?langId=en&webView=&content_base_id=100156&content_part_id=0&content_pict_id=0
https://emuseum.nich.go.jp/detail?langId=ja&webView=&content_base_id=100995&content_part_id=0&content_pict_id=0

Dependencies of Discourse. University of Michigan Press. 2001.

Puar, Jasbir. The Right to Maim: Debility, Capacity, Disability. Duke
University Press. 2017.

Sterne, Jonathan. Diminished Faculties: A Political Phenomenology of
Impairment. Duke University Press. 2022.

Notes

The foundations of this reading list were generously provided by the PM]JS
Mailing List, Wayne Tan, and Anne-Lise Mithout.

Suggest Additions
If you would like to suggest additions to this list, you may do so on this
page.
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https://hope.edu/directory/people/tan-wayne/index.html
https://u-paris.fr/lcao/teams/anne-lise-mithout/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15j2hEA3L_c4kG6ANZwe9x00IXhJdzhOWjGugeifP-B4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15j2hEA3L_c4kG6ANZwe9x00IXhJdzhOWjGugeifP-B4/edit?usp=sharing

