
07/20/2025 1/8 japanpastandpresent.org

Tea & the Arts

Aesthetics
Ikegami, Eiko. Bonds of Civility: Aesthetic Networks and the Political Origins

of Japanese Culture. Structural Analysis in the Social Sciences.
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2005. 

Kobori Enshū kirei-sabi no kiwami [Kobori Enshū: The Perfection of Kirei-
Sabi]. Edited by Arata Isozaki. Tokyo: Shinchosha, 2006.

Kobori, Sōkei. Kirei-sabi no cha: Kobori Enshū no bi to kokoro [The Tea of
Austere Beauty: Kobori Enshū's Aesthetics and Spirit]. Tokyo:
Shōgakkan, 2005.

Koren, Leonard. Wabi-Sabi for Artists, Designers, Poets & Philosophers.
Berkeley: Stone Bridge Press, 1994. 

It should be noted that Koren's text has been critiqued for disregarding the
distinct historical context and traditional interpretations of these separate,
albeit frequently linked, terms. It is more frequently cited in Western sources
that apply these two concepts to a wide range of arts both in Japan and
globally. 

Kōshirō, Haga. "The Wabi Aesthetic through the Ages." In Japanese
Aesthetics and Culture: A Reader, edited by Nancy G. Hume, 245–278.
SUNY Series in Asian Studies Development. Albany, NY: State



07/20/2025 2/8 japanpastandpresent.org

University of New York Press, 1995.

Kumakura, Isao. "Wabi, kabuki, kirei: Kobori Enshū no chanoyu no keifu"
[Rusticity, Perversity, Beauty: A Genealogy of Kobori Enshū's Tea]. In
Kobori Enshū: kirei sabi no kiwami [Kobori Enshū: The Realization of
"Austere Beauty"], edited by Sōkei Kobori, Isao Kumakura, and Arata
Isozaki, 16–31. Tokyo: Shinchosha, 2006.

Ludwig, Theodore M. "Before Rikyū. Religious and Aesthetic Influences in
the Early History of the Tea Ceremony." Monumenta Nipponica 36, no.
4 (1981): 367–390.

Nishida, Masayoshi. Rikyū to Bashō: wabi to sabi no genryū [Rikyū and
Bashō: The Origins of Wabi and Sabi]. Tokyo: Ōfūsha, 1975.

Shirane, Haruo.  Japan and the Culture of the Four Seasons: Nature,
Literature, and the Arts New York: Columbia University Press, 2012.  

Addresses seasonality pertaining to chanoyu. See, in particular, Introduction,
Chapter 1, Chapter 3.  

Toriainen, Minna. From Austere Wabi to Golden Wabi: Philosophical and
Aesthetic Aspects of Wabi in the Way of Tea. Helsinki: Finnish Oriental
Society, 2000.

Art History and the Material
Culture of Tea
Akanuma, Taka. "Sen Rikyū's Tea Utensils." Chanoyu Quarterly 62 (1990):

7–37.

Bartlett, Christy. "A Tearoom View of Mended Ceramics." In Flickwerk: The
Aesthetics of Mended Japanese Ceramics. Münster, Westfalen: Museum



07/20/2025 3/8 japanpastandpresent.org

für Lackkunst and Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, 2008.

Chanoyu: Tea in the Cultural Life of Kyoto [Chanoyu: Kyō ni ikiru bunka].
Kyoto: Kyoto National Museum and The Yomiuri Shimbun, 2022. 

Ching, Dora C. Yl, Louise Allison Cort, and Andrew Watsky, eds. Around
Chigusa: Tea and the Arts of Sixteenth-century Japan. Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2017.

Corbett, Rebecca. "Crafting Identity as a Tea Practitioner in Early Modern
Japan: Ōtagaki Rengetsu and Tagami Kikusha." U.S.-Japan Women's
Journal 47 (2014): 3–27. 

Cort, Louise Allison. "Shopping for Pots in Momoyama Japan."  In Japanese
Tea Culture: Art, History and Practice, edited by Morgan Pitelka, 61–65.
London: Routledge Curzon, 2003.

Cort, Louise Allison, and Andrew Watsky, eds. Chigusa and the Art of Tea.
Washington, DC: Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery
(Smithsonian Institution); Seattle: University of Washington Press,
2014.

Cox, Rupert. The Zen Arts: An Anthropological Study of the Culture of
Aesthetic Form in Japan. Hoboken: Taylor and Francis, 2013. 

Furuta, Shokin. "Philosophical Aspects of the Chashitsu." Chanoyu
Quarterly 59 (1989): 7–31.

Graham, Patricia J.  "Karamono for Sencha: Transformations in the Taste
for Chinese Art." In Japanese Tea Culture: Art, History, Practice, edited
by Morgan Pitelka, 110–136. New York: Routledge, 2003.

Hayashiya, Tatsusaburō, Masao Nakamura, and Hayashiya Seizō, eds.
Japanese Arts and the Tea Ceremony. Translated by Joseph P.



07/20/2025 4/8 japanpastandpresent.org

Macadam.  Kamei Katsuichirō, Takahashi Seiichirō, and Tanaka
Ichimatsu. New York: Weatherhill, 1974. 

Kōji, Saeki. "Chinese Trade Ceramics in Medieval Japan." Translated by
Peter Shapinsky. In Tools of Culture: Japan's Cultural, Intellectual,
Medical and Technological Contacts in East Asia, 1100s-1500s, edited by
Andrew Goble, Kenneth R. Robinson, and Haruko Nishioka
Wakabayashi, 163–182. Ann Arbor, MI: Association of Asian Studies,
2009, 163-182.
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Chadō bairingaru jiten [The Bilingual Encyclopedia of Chadō]. Compiled by
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Sen, Sōshitsu XV. Urasenke Chanoyu Handbook One. Kyoto: Urasenke
Foundation, 1993.
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